
MEMORANDUM – ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

To:   Environment Committee Members 

From:  Eric Brown, CBIA 

Re:  Proposed Bill 5406 

Date:  February 20, 2015 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Good day members of the Environment Committee. 

At the Environment Committee’s February 13, 2015 public hearing, CBIA testified in support of 

Proposed Bill 5406, An Act Authorizing an Increase in the Maximum Amount of Hazardous Waste 

Stored at Certain Commercial Facilities. 

The bill would increase the amount of hazardous waste that could be stored on-site by a “small quantity 

generator” during a six-month period from the current 1,000 kg. limit (about 5 drums), to 6,000 kg. 

(about 30 drums – the current limit under the federal hazardous waste regulations). 

At the hearing, Senator Kennedy and I believe Rep. Shaban asked if we could look into the actual cost 

impacts this would have on Connecticut manufacturers who are registered as small quantity generators.   

Here are our findings. 

 Checking with both Connecticut DEEP and referring to EPA’s ECHO database, we found that 

Connecticut has 1500 businesses registered as small quantity generators. 

 The vendor we spoke with charges transportation costs of $58 per drum (including $8 fuel 

surcharge) plus a “stop fee” averaging about $225 per visit. 

 Therefore, while the actual savings to each company would vary depending on how much waste 

they generate. We offer the following calculations: 

 

o A company that generates 5 drums per month currently must arrange for 6 shipments 

over a 6-month period with pick-up and transportation costs of about $515 per 

shipment - resulting in  total transportation costs of $3,090; 

o If the bill were to pass, the same company would require only 1 shipment with total 

transportation costs of $1,965 – A savings of $1,125 or about 36%; 

o Companies that generate smaller quantities will show lesser transportation costs 

savings.  With those generating less that 2.5 drums per month having minimal 

transportation savings; 

o Neither the DEEP nor the EPA database allow us to determine how many drums of 

hazardous waste each of the 1500 companies is generating each month.  We only know 

that under the definition of a small quantity generator, the amount is greater than 0.5 

drums and no more than 5 drums per month; 

o If we assume that 25% of the small quantity generators in Connecticut produce between 

4 and 5 drums of hazardous waste per month, our calculations indicate that the 

Proposed Bill 5406 would save 375 smaller manufacturers and average of about  $2,000 
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per year (total annual savings for all such companies = $750,000) just in shipping costs.  

Again – about a 36% savings.  

These estimated savings do not include additional costs to the company associated with shipments 

including personnel time associated with recordkeeping, paperwork and inspections that are required 

for each shipment, loading , scheduling, etc. 

More importantly, these estimates do not speak to the potential decreased risk to the environment and 

human health associated with the reduced episodes of moving, loading and transporting the hazardous 

waste.  Candidly, we were not able to find statistics comparing the number of drum releases that occur 

during movement and transportation versus releases that occur when drums are being properly stored. 

The closest we were able to find was the following statement published in 2011 by an organization 

called, “Global Warming Causes”: 

“Although the major chemical accidents seem most threatening because they often kill people 

outright, it is the smaller, more routine accidents and spills that affect most people. Some of the 

most common spills involve tanker trucks and railroad tankers containing gasoline, chlorine, 

acid, or other industrial chemicals. Many spills occur during the transportation of hazardous 

materials; one study found that 18,000 hazardous materials spills occurred during 1976. In 1983, 

spills from 4,829 highway and 851 railroad accidents resulted in eight deaths, 191 injuries, and 

damages exceeding more than $110,000,000. The National Environmental Law Center reported 

that 34,500 accidents involving toxic chemicals were reported to the EPA's Emergency Response 

and Notification System between 1988 and 1992, meaning that on average, a toxic chemical 

accident was reported nineteen times a day in the United States, or nearly once every hour.” 

(See, http://www.briangwilliams.us/pollution-guide-2/disasters-chemical-accidents-and-

spills.html)/ 

We were unable to find the actual studies this article refers to, but we see the statement as consistent 

with our intuitive perspective that drum releases are more likely to occur when being moved, loaded 

and transported than when being properly stored. 

I hope the committee finds this information helpful. Please know that we are available at your pleasure 

to discuss further. 

Respectfully,  

Eric Brown 

CBIA 

eric.brown@cbia.com 

860-944-8792 (cell) 
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