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A key point contained in the latest Quinnipiac University Poll is the group of results showing that Connecticut residents are paying close attention to the budget crisis — and that their ideas about how to solve it conflict with some lawmakers who want to raise taxes rather than cut spending. 

Asked which strategy they would prefer to balance the state budget — higher taxes or reductions in government programs and services — people chose cutting services by a nearly two-to-one margin. In fact, 69% said the budget cuts proposed by Gov. Rell either are about right or do not go far enough. 

An overwhelming 82% agree that it’s time to shrink the size of state government, and by a 59%-32% margin, people think the state workforce should be reduced, even if it means job cuts and reductions in state services.

These results differ sharply from the views of some leading lawmakers who have said that the people of Connecticut do not want state services cut or would prefer higher taxes to spending reductions. 

In fact, the opposite is true. The people of Connecticut don’t believe that state government has been cut as much as necessary, nor do they accept that tax increases are the only way out of the budget crisis. 

Only 36% of respondents to the Q Poll said that higher taxes should even be considered in the budget debate. Before there is any discussion of tax increases, Connecticut’s residents and employers are expecting policymakers to make state government leaner, more efficient and more affordable. 

Smaller, more efficient
The business community supports the governor’s budget proposal that would create a smaller, more effective and efficient state budget that concentrates on fulfilling core missions.
The better the state budget is managed, the healthier Connecticut’s economy, business climate and ability to compete with other states will be. 

Dramatic action needed
Dramatic action to help the economy is needed, since more than 29,300 private-sector jobs were lost in Connecticut in 2008 and another 50,000 job losses are expected by mid 2010 — even with federal stimulus package dollars on the way. 
Lawmakers must be careful not to repeat the mistakes of the past. During the last major recession that began in 1989, policymakers responded to the crisis by raising taxes, not by cutting state spending. 
The result was about 160,000 job losses — and it took a decade to regain those jobs. 
Still, over the past 20 years, Connecticut’s state budget has nearly tripled to an estimated $18.7 billion this year, while taxpayers’ ability to afford such a huge state government has diminished.

The governor’s budget aims for a smaller government and makes difficult cuts based on the structural changes that have taken place in Connecticut’s economy. The recession and Wall Street financial services meltdown mean that state tax revenue will be severely reduced this year and likely for many years to come. 

Now, as reflected in the Q Poll, the people of Connecticut want state government to do what they have already started to do — cut spending, live within our means and find better ways to get things done.

