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Issue Notes 

DEEP - - Cleanup 
Transformation 

• RSR Wave 2 Roll Out (No Change): 

❖ Wave 2 proposed regulations remain under legal review and revision at DEEP. 

❖ A final internal version, upon completion, will be circulated for management review. 

❖ A public notice of intent to issue regulations is now expected to occur in the first half of 2018 after DEEP 
legal and management reviews are completed. 

DEEP - - Spill Reporting 

• Spill Reporting Regulation Status (No Change): 

❖ P.A.16-199 required DEEP to draft and adopt regulations specifying numeric thresholds for reporting spills, 
discharges or other releases – reports required if exceed applicable threshold. 

❖ An internal DEEP Spill Reporting regulation team continues to draft/finalize a proposed regulation. 

DEEP - - Solid Waste  

• Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee 

❖ Meeting held January 23, 2018. 

❖ Additional meeting schedule in 2018: February 27, April 24, June 26, September 25, and October 23. 

DEEP - - Remediation 
Roundtable 

• Remediation Roundtable 2018 Meeting Schedule: 

❖ March 13, June 19, October 16. 

DEEP - - P.A.17-242 Update 

• Adoption of Federal Hazardous Waste Generator Improvement Rule (No Change): 

❖ P.A.17-242 - AN ACT CONCERNING EDUCATIONAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES RELATING TO 
MANUFACTURING – Stakeholder group proposed to meet and discuss P.A.17-242, which seeks to require 
DEEP to issue a Notice of Intent to adopt regulations consistent with the Hazardous Waste Generator 
Improvements Rule by July 1, 2018, no indication of any progress in drafting changes to CT regulations. 

DEEP - - Hazardous Waste 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Biennial Hazardous Waste Report 

❖ DEEP will be using a new, online EPA reporting system for Biennial Reporting. 

❖ Use of EPA’s RCRAInfo Biennial Report Industry Application is required.  There are no paper forms 
available from EPA or DEEP that are correct for Connecticut use.  This on-line system will provide real-
time, on-demand access for the regulated community, using any device.  See   

http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/waste_management_and_disposal/hazardous_waste/epa_industry_apps_fact_sheet.pdf 

❖ Do not use the Easitrak reporting website used in previous years.  DEEP has not renewed this service. 

❖ 2017 reports are due by March 1, 2018.  DEEP advises that a thirty day extension will be granted to anyone 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/waste_management_and_disposal/hazardous_waste/epa_industry_apps_fact_sheet.pdf
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Issue Notes 

DEEP - - Hazardous Waste 
continued 

who asks for one by notifying the DEEP in writing before the deadline.  

❖ Filing Information: 

* Connecticut’s Hazardous Waste Management Regulations require certain handlers of hazardous waste 
to file a report summarizing hazardous waste activity for odd-numbered years.  Any site that is a Large 
Quantity Generator (LQG) or a Treatment and Storage & Disposal Facility (TSDF) is required to file a 
full report.  In addition, any site that generated LQG amounts of hazardous waste during any one month 
during the reporting year is required to file a full report.   

* If your generator category has changed from LQG to Small Quantity Generator (SQG) or Conditionally 
Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG), and you operated under that category during the entire 
reporting year, you are not required to file a Biennial Report.  However, DEEP recommends that you 
change your generator category to avoid receiving Biennial Report notices in the future.  DEEP expects 
the process for changing generator category to become electronic by January 2018, using the 
"myRCRAID Industry App."  Until that time, you should contact Julie Dutton at DEEP to obtain the 
needed forms to change your generator category. 

EPA 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• TSCA Risk Evaluation 

❖ On January 31, 2018, EPA announced the release of its 2018 Annual Report on Risk Evaluations. Pursuant 
to Section 26(n)(2) of the amended Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), EPA is directed to publish an 
annual plan at the beginning of each calendar year identifying the chemical substances that will undergo 
risk evaluations during that year. 

❖ The 2018 annual plan identifies the next steps for the first ten chemical reviews currently underway (EPA 
issued scoping documents on the first ten chemical reviews in June 2017) and describes EPA’s work in 
2018 to prepare for future risk evaluations. The plan states that in early calendar year 2018, EPA will be 
making refinements to the scoping documents on the first ten chemical reviews that were initiated in 2017 
in the form of “problem formulation documents” that will include additional elements such as conceptual 
models. EPA will publish a notice in the Federal Register announcing the release of these problem 
formulation documents and will invite comments for 45 days. 

❖ The plan also states that EPA will initiate prioritization for 40 chemicals (at least 20 Low-Priority and 20 
High-Priority candidates) by the end of calendar year 2018. 
 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2718&q=451894&deepNAV_GID=1967
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2718&q=434308&deepNav_GID=1967#whatgenerator
mailto:julie.dutton@ct.gov
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Issue Notes 

EPA Continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• DOJ Memo on Converting Agency Guidance Into Binding Legal Obligations In Civil Enforcement 
Actions 
❖ On January 25, 2018, the Department of Justice (“DOJ”) issued a memorandum (the “DOJ Memo”) limiting 

the use of agency guidance documents in affirmative civil enforcement cases. The memorandum builds on 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ November 16, 2017 memorandum prohibiting DOJ from promulgating 
guidance documents that create rights or obligations that are binding on regulated parties.  

❖ When DOJ issues a guidance document with voluntary standards, it must also contain a statement that 
noncompliance is not subject to future DOJ enforcement actions. The DOJ Memo makes clear that this 
principle also applies to other agencies’ guidance documents. In other words, agency guidance, in and of 
itself, cannot create new binding legal requirements. 

❖ The DOJ Memo is limited to civil enforcement actions – any DOJ lawsuits to recover government funds lost 
to fraud or misconduct, or to impose penalties for violations of Federal health, safety, civil rights, or 
environmental laws. 

• Hazardous Waste E-Manifest System to Go Live in 2018 

❖ EPA’s electronic hazardous waste manifest (e-Manifest) system is scheduled to launch on June 30, 2018. 

❖ This system will facilitate electronic submission of hazardous waste manifests through a uniform national 
program covering all federal and state wastes requiring manifests.  

❖ According to EPA, once implemented, the system should reduce costs and effort required to prepare and 
handle paper manifests by hazardous waste generators, transporters, and treatment, storage, and disposal 
(TSD) facilities; allow for quicker notification of manifest discrepancies; and establish a single on-line 
repository of manifest data for EPA, states, regulated entities, and the public.  

❖ On January 3, 2018, EPA published a final rule establishing a user fee methodology to develop and 
maintain the system. The fees are intended to cover costs to develop, operate, maintain, and upgrade a 
national e-Manifest system, provide public access to the data, and collect and process data from any paper 
manifests submitted after the e-Manifest system begins to operate.  Anticipated fees will primarily be the 
responsibility of receiving facilities and are tentatively set to range between $4 and $20 per manifest 
submittal. 

❖ EPA has been conducting outreach on the e-Manifest system through a website, webinars, stakeholder 
meetings, and other methods. 
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Issue Notes 

EPA continued • EPA Adjusts for Inflation the Maximum Civil Penalties for Violations of Environmental Statutes  

❖ EPA has again issued final regulations adjusting the maximum civil penalty dollar amounts for violations of 
various environmental regulations. 83 Fed. Reg. 1190 (January 10, 2018). 

❖ The action is mandated by the Federal Civil Penalties Inflation Adjustment Act Improvements Act of 2015 
(2015 Act), which not only required an adjustment from 2015 penalty maximum levels to account for 
inflation, but also included a catch-up provision for inflation. The provision required each agency to evaluate 
and provide for an inflation adjustment dating back to the enactment of the relevant statute’s effective date. 

❖ The 2015 Act required that, in addition to the initial catch-up, beginning January 15, 2017, each agency was 
required to make subsequent annual adjustments for inflation. The 2018 penalty adjustments are effective 
January 15, 2018 for all violations which occur or occurred after November 2, 2015 and are assessed after 
January 15, 2018. 

Emerging Contaminants 

• New Jersey DEP 

❖ On January 16, 2018, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (“NJDEP”) issued a 
regulation that adds PFNA to the List of Hazardous Substances under the New Jersey Spill Compensation 
and Control Act (the “Spill Act”). 

❖ The rule adopts a permanent specific Ground Water Quality Standard (“GWQS”) for PFNA of 10 parts per 
trillion. 
 

Waste Management 

• Fire at Willimantic Construction & Demolition Debris Facility 

❖ January 28 fire results in complete destruction of Willimantic Waste Paper Co. C&D facility 

❖ Over 200 firefighters from 12 districts respond to catastrophic event, no fatalities or major injuries reported 

• Propublica reports 7 fatalities in 2017, frequent injuries for NYC private sanitation workers 

❖ Fifth most fatal occupation in U.S., after timber industry, fishing workers, aircraft pilots and roofers 

Bottle Bill 

• Governor Malloy proposes changes in bottle redemption program to enhance revenue 

❖ SB 10, LCO No. 358, proposes to add juice, sports drink, tea, coffee or water, including flavored water 

❖ Also proposes to increase from 5¢ to 25¢ deposit on alcoholic beverages, with wine and spirits included, 
est. $13M additional revenue 

 


