
                       
 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL PRIORITIES FOR 2022  

Challenge:  Recognizing that its staff resources are likely to be significantly decreased over the 
next few years due to an aging workforce and collectively bargained retirement incentives, the 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) must re-engineer its operations to 
provide faster and more predictable regulatory outcomes with fewer resources, while ensuring 
the balance between a safe and thriving economic and ecologic system.   

Solutions: 

• Require DEEP to formally adopt internal practices and procedures, with legislative 
approval if necessary, for keeping state environmental regulations that reference 
federal regulations up-to-date such that the federal regulations referenced are the most 
recent version of the federal regulations. Such practices and procedures will not limit 
DEEP’s ability to adopt regulations that are more stringent with federal regulations, in 
accordance with current state law. 
 

• Require DEEP to establish protocols pertaining to the development and use of guidance 
materials that includes stakeholder involvement and precludes such guidance from 
unilaterally dictating obligations upon the regulated community in the absence of unless 
such obligations are approved as regulations in accordance with current state law. 
 

• Require the legislature to appropriate or authorize bond funding to upgrade and update 
the electronic capacity of the DEEP’s record keeping system.  A client facing electronic 
data base would provide streamlined services to the public and regulated community, as 
well as free up resources within DEEP; limiting the impact of imminent retirements and 
loss of institutional knowledge.   
 

• Require DEEP to re-examine activities that are classified under the permit-by-rule 
process in order to increase economic activity in the state while also freeing up 
resources within the Department to focus on higher risk activities.   
 

• Ensure the transition from the Transfer Act system to the Release Based system 
continues to progress in a timely fashion with stakeholder input throughout the process.   

 

 



                       
DRAFT ENERGY PRIORITIES FOR 2022  

Challenge:  Many Connecticut policy-makers, including the administration, are strongly 
committed to keeping Connecticut at the forefront of international efforts to address concerns 
related to a changing climate. Additionally, the General Assembly has adopted goals and 
standards over the past decade intended to significantly reduce fossil-fuel based energy 
generation and consumption.  These policies are intended to drive Connecticut to a fully 
renewable energy future but, at the same time, they a putting upward price pressures on the 
cost of energy in Connecticut.  A metric that one recent study rated Connecticut as being the 
most expensive energy state in the country. 

 
• Ensure all energy policies adopted by the state either on its own or in conjunctions with 

regional energy consortiums in which the state participates, transparently inform the 
public as to the impact of such policies on the cost of energy in Connecticut 

 
• Ensure policies that require ratepayer investment are regularly evaluated with respect 

to the return on those investments and that such data are available to the public  
 

• Ensure that funds obtained from ratepayers for purposes of funding energy efficiency 
and clean-energy investments are not diverted for purposes of balancing the state 
budget 

 
• Ensure policies pertaining to energy procurement recognize and value Connecticut-

based energy companies and instate economic impacts. 
 

• Continue to construct energy policies that recognize and value natural gas as a critical 
“bridge” fuel for meeting the state’s long-term greenhouse gas emission goals 

 
 


