
 
 

   

 

To: Interested Parties 
From: Global Strategy Group  
Date: March 2025 
Re: Findings from Connecticut Voter Research  
 
As with voters across the country, there is widespread concern about costs and inflation among 
Connecticut voters, and their priorities for state government leaders reflect this – they want the General 
Assembly focused on pocketbook issues. Consequently, voters are highly supportive of the state’s fiscal 
guardrails and sensible spending policy. Key findings from the research are outlined below.  
 

Key Findings 
 
Voters are highly supportive of the fiscal guardrails. Connecticut voters indicate that they are most 
concerned about the rising cost of living and their personal economic situation – they name taxes 
(46%), energy costs (40%), healthcare costs (28%), and affordable housing (26%) as some of their top 
issues they want state government figures to address. Additionally, it’s important to nearly all 
Connecticut voters (93%) that the state have a balanced budget.  
 
Just under two-thirds of Connecticut voters had read, seen, or heard anything about the fiscal 
guardrails before taking our survey (63%). After learning more about the guardrails, voters of all stripes 
support them - 83% of Connecticut voters overall. That includes at least 8-in-10 Democrats, Republicans, 
and Independents. 

After hearing both sides of the issue, a majority remain supportive. Voters heard a short description 
of what both supporters and opponents of the guardrails might say and then were asked again 
whether they are in support or are opposed. While hearing an argument against the guardrails put a 
dent in overall support, a majority of Connecticut voters remain supportive. More than two-thirds of 
voters (69%) support the guardrails, including 65% of Democrats, 73% of Independents, and 73% of 
Republicans. 
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The best reason to support the guardrails is the personal impact they have on Connecticut voters 
and the state’s fiscal future. Though hearing a statement from opponents of the guardrails does lower 
support somewhat, pro-guardrail messaging is highly effective and raises support back to baseline 
levels, above 80% support. Hearing about the guardrails being integral to Connecticut’s comeback, the 
tangible benefits the guardrails provide voters, and that the guardrails have helped the state pay off 
interest on debt are all highly convincing to voters.  
 

 
 
Voters believe their elected officials should be able to stay beneath the spending cap without 
changing the guardrails. Before the end of the survey, voters were told about the $900 million in 
additional spending room below the spending cap that state lawmakers can use. After hearing that, 
about three-in-four voters agree that this should be enough money for the state to use without 
changing the guardrails – 76%. Roughly the same proportion of Republicans, Democrats, and 
Independents are aligned on this as well, indicating a strong desire for lawmakers to work within the 
parameters of the guardrails instead of making changes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE POLL 
In partnership with the Connecticut Business Roundtable, Global Strategy Group conducted a survey of 600 Connecticut 
registered voters via phone and text-to-web between January 6 and 9, 2025. The survey has a margin of error of +/- 4.0%. Care 
has been taken to ensure the geographic, political, and demographic divisions of the population of Connecticut registered voters 
are properly represented. 


